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<Abstract>

A Study on Yang Joo-dong's Poetry and
Criticism

Jeong, Jae-chan

Yang Joo-dong was a poet, a literary critic, an essayist,
and a great scholar of Korean literature. Moreover, he was a
very popular and powerful intelligent to our generations. -
Among his various worlds as such, the present research aims
at approaching to his world of poetry and criticism empirically
and critically.

I presume that ‘Eonue Hae(One Day](1923)" is the first
poem of his own. However, it would be right to say that his
poetry writing began in earnest after he published the regular

poetry magazine named “Keum-seong(Venus)." Generally
speaking, his poems during that period shows some aspects of
decadent and art for art's sake. But, however hard he had
tried for the early age of our modern poetry, we can not
approve that his work of poetry was so successful. I think it
was caused by the excess of ideality and the lack of poetic
sensibility.

After the debate with Chunwon(# &), he played an active
part in literary criticism. Especially, he defined himself as
“Jeolchungpa(Negotiating Group)” between the Left(the prol-
ctariat literature) and the Right(the bourgeois literature). But his
identity was only the middle-right. He tried to write poems to



432 FoiwS3RAF (2003. 6)

prove that his thought would be right and could be put into
practice. However, eventually he only proved that his agenda
was not aesthetic, but ideological and political. Nevertheless,
we should approve that he was the very sincere man who kept
on trying to write poems closely connected with his political
and literary ideas.

[key words] Yang Joo-dong, decadent poetry. the excess of
ideality(politics), the lack of poetic sensibility(aesthetics), Neg-

otiating Group in modern Korean literature.



