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<Abstract>

A Study on the Vocabulary Frequency and Distribution
in Spoken Language of Elementary School Students

Lee, Phil—young * Kim, Jung—sun

This study collected and analyzed actual conversational data of
elementary school students to examine the frequency and distribution of
the vocabulary used by them and compared the findings with those of
written language to understand the characteristics of spoken vocabulary.
After making up an overall vocabulary list based on the conversations
among elementary school students, the investigator analyzed the number
of speakers and frequency according to vocabulary.

The results were summarized by the categories :1) As for uninflected
words, while pronouns and spoken words ranked a high place in spoken
language, dependent nouns did in written language, which means there
was a difference in the vocabulary list;2) The category of declinable
words  didn't vary much in  the list of high-frequency vocabulary
compared to other categories. In written language, the list included such
words as ‘THEl}E 98kt B3l and 9kl ;3) As for modifiers, while
adverbs were placed at a high place in spoken language, pre-nouns did in
written language. Prenouns that present nature or state were low in
frequency both in spoken and written language;4) As for connective
words, the subjective postposition “7F and the mwodifier postposition “9)”
demonstrated a  high frequency in  spoken and written language,
respectively. ;and 5) As for dependent forms, the final endings “©f” and
“¥ recorded the top place in spoken and written language, respectively.

[Key words] vocabulary, number of speakers, uninflected words, dedinable
words, nodifiers, comective words, dependent  forms,  spoken
language, written language, elementary school students
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