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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Effects of Topic Relevance on
Writing

Lee Seulki

The objective of this study is to analyze the characteristics of texts
with different topic intimacies and verify the effects of topic intimacy on
writing based on this analysis. To this end, this study had 50 second-year
high school students mark their intimacy to 30 topics. Then, the charac-
teristics of texts were analyzed after the students submitted three pieces
of writing with different topic intimacies. The results are as follows: First,
content and structure showed a significant difference depending on
topic intimacy, but expression did not. Second, as a result of analysis by
grouping the students based on their writing level, the high level showed
no score differences in content, structure, and expression depending on
topic intimacy, while the middle and low levels showed a significant dif-
ference in content and structure. Third, characteristics of texts related to
content and structure were extracted, and there was a difference in all
four characteristics (diverse and rich contents, closeness of argument and
basis, refutation against expected counterargument, and cohesion of sen-

tences or paragraphs) according to topic intimacy.

keyworps Writing Education, Topic Relevance, Construction of Assignment, Writing
Topic, Richness of Content, Closeness, Cohesion
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Fol UEY 52 FA| UEY 52 FA| BEY U
s
we | =% | E¥ | w8 | z% | B¢ | we | =8 | EH
7 5 5 4.8 4.5 4.3 5 5 4.3 5
14 4.5 4.5 5 5 5 4.8 4 4.5 4.5
20 4 4.3 4.5 4.5 4 4 4 4.5 4
3 5 3.3 4.5 3.8 4 3.5 4.5 4.5 4.5
6 4.5 4 4.5 3.5 4 4 4 4.5 4.5
39 4.5 4.3 4 4.3 3.8 4.3 3.8 4.3 4
22 5 4 4.3 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.3 3.5 2.5
13 4.8 3.5 4 3.5 3 3.5 5 5 4.5
23 5 4.5 4.3 4 3.5 4 3.8 3.5 3.5
11 3.5 4 4 3.5 4 3.5 4.5 4.5 4
10 4 3.8 4 3.5 3.5 3.5 4 4 4
19 4.5 3 4 4.5 4.3 4.5 3 3.3 3
47 3.5 4 3.5 4 3.5 3.5 4 4 4
4 4 4 4 3.8 3.5 3.5 3.5 4 3.5
40 4 3 3 3.5 4 4 4.5 4 3.8
43 4.5 4 4 3.5 3 3.5 3.5 3.8 4
49 4.5 4 4.5 4 4 4.3 2.5 3.3 2
5 4.5 4.3 4 4.5 3.3 3.8 2.5 2.3 3.5
1 5 4.8 4 3.5 3.3 3 2.3 2.8 4
12 4 4.5 4.3 3.5 3.5 3.5 25 3 3.8
17 3.5 4 3.5 3.8 4 3.5 3 3 4
18 4 4 3.5 4.5 4.3 4.5 2 2.3 3
2 4.5 3.8 3.5 4 4 4 2 2.5 3.5
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15 3.5 4 3.5 3 3.5 4 3.5 3 3.5
16 4 3.5 4 3.5 3.5 3.5 3 3 3.5
24 4.5 4.3 3.8 2.5 3.3 3.8 2.5 2.8 3.5
28 4 4.3 4 2.5 3.5 3 3 3 3.5
21 4.3 4.5 3.5 2.8 3 2.8 3 2 4.3
8 3.5 4 3 3.5 3 3.5 2.5 4 3
42 3.5 3.5 4 4 2.5 3.5 3.3 2.5 3
50 3.5 4 3 3 3.5 4 2.5 3 3
37 4 3.8 3 3.5 3.5 2.3 2.5 3 3.5
44 3.3 3.8 3.5 3.3 3 3 3 2.8 3.3
27 4 4 4 3 3.5 3 2 2 3
26 3.5 3 3.5 4 3 3.3 2 2.8 3
9 4 3.8 3.5 2.5 3 3.5 2 2 3.5
25 3 3.8 3.3 2.5 3 3.5 2.5 2.5 3.5
46 3.5 4 3 3 2.5 2.8 3.5 2 3
48 4 3 3 2.8 3.3 3 2 2.3 3.8
30 3.3 3.5 3.5 3 3 2.5 2.5 2.5 3
32 3 3 3.5 25 3 3 3 3 2.5
36 3.5 3.3 3.5 2.5 3 3 1.8 2.8 2.8
29 4 2.8 2.8 3.5 2 2.5 2.5 2 3.5
35 3 3.5 2 3 3.3 2.5 2.3 2.8 2.3
41 3.3 3 3 2 2.5 3 2.3 1.8 2.8
31 3 2.5 3 2.5 2.5 2.8 2 2.3 3
34 3 3.3 3.5 2.8 3 2 1.3 2.3 2.3
38 3.5 2.5 3 2 3 3.5 1.8 2 1.8
33 3.3 2.5 2.8 2.5 2.5 3 1.3 3 2
45 2.5 2.5 2 2 2.5 2.5 1.3 1.8 2.3
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