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ABSTRACT

Exploring Korean Language School Teachers’
Perception of L2 Korean Learners’ Learning
Disabilities in the U. S.

—Based on Korean Language Schools in the State of California

Chung Minju-Cho Eunmi

The goal of this study is to investigate teachers’ perception of teach-
ing experience and education method of Korean language learners with
learning disabilities by studying Korean language school teachers in Cali-
fornia.

The survey results showed, first, that the Korean language school
teachers had a relatively high recognition of the necessity of an edu-
cational plan for Korean language learners with learning disabilities.
Furthermore, most teachers positively recognized the need to conduct
courses in integrated classrooms for students with and without learning
disabilities. Second, although the Korean language school teachers were
interested and proficient in Korean language instructional methods, it was
confirmed that their interest and practice with regard to Korean language
learners with learning disabilities were still insufficient. Third, the Korean
school teachers identified the lack of customized textbooks as the most
critical among the six educational issues related to teaching Korean to
those with learning disabilities. The in-depth interviews revealed, first,
that the Korean language school teachers were cautious in dealing with
problems related to Korean language learners with learning disabilities.
Second, although the teachers recognized the need for integrated class-
room courses. they preferred selective integrated classroom courses as re-
quired, due to the practical difficulties encountered while teaching. Third,
the necessity of developing customized textbooks for Korean language

learners with learning disabilities was recognized. Based on the survey
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and interview results, this study suggested the necessity and direction of
Korean language teacher education in relation to learning disabilities of

those who study Korean as their second language.

KEYwoRDs Korean as L2, Korean Learner, Learning Disability, Korean Language School

Teacher, Korean Language Education

286 =0{uwRsiT M54 M3E | 20194 92



