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ABSTRACT

A Longitudinal Study of Korean Pronunciation
Errors of Japanese Learners

— Focusing on the Analysis of Spontaneous Speech Data

Lee Hwajin - Ha Hobin

This thesis aims to analyze Korean pronunciation errors of Japanese
learner based on the spontaneous speech data obtained from each learn-
er over a certain period. In most earlier studies, learners’ pronunciation
errors tended to be analyzed based on manipulated data. In this thesis,
however, the learners’ pronunciation errors are treated as part of the nat-
ural utterance.

Japanese learners’ pronunciation errors in actual speech generally
corroborate the conclusions of earlier research regarding certain phono-
logical phenomena, such as the high vowel alternation, nasal consonant
alternation, and alternation between aspirated and lax consonants. Some
phenomena, however, require another perspective that analyzes the
learners’ pronunciation errors. Open syllabification, which is the most
typical type of error, does not occur frequently in the actual speech of
Japanese learners, and final consonant deletion, which is not considered

a representative type of error, is more common than open syllabification.

KEYWORDS Longitudinal Study, Spontaneous Speech, Pronunciation Error, Alternation,
Open Syllabification, Final Consonant Deletion, Velar Insertion
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