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ABSTRACT

Elementary Pre -service Teachers’ Organization of
Responses to Case - Based Teaching Essay Items

— Focusing on Items Requiring Problem Identification

Ah Hayoung

This study examined how elementary pre-service teachers organize
responses to case-based teaching essay items that require problem iden-
tification. The data comprised 40 responses written by 4th-year students
at an education university under conditions similar to those of an elemen-
tary teacher employment examination. Qualitative content analysis iden-
tified 3 response patterns: differentiating problems based on textual evi-
dence, repeatedly segmenting similar problem judgments, and extending
judgments beyond a given text. The findings suggest that performance on
case-based essay items is related not only to educational knowledge but
also to prompt interpretation, differentiation of problem categories, and
evidence-based organization in writing. This study highlights the impor-
tance of helping students maintain a contextual understanding and orga-

nize judgments structurally when writing teaching essays.

KEYWoRDs Case-based item, contextualization, elementary pre-service teacher, re-
sponse organization pattern, teaching essay.
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